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A Level History Unit 1 – Outline Programme of Study

Year 12
	
	Term 1
	Term 2
	Term 3
	Term 4
	Term 5
	Term 6

	Big ideas/ topics
	Trying to preserve autocracy, 1855-1894
	The Collapse of autocracy, 1894-1917
	The emergence of a communist dictatorship, 1917-41


	Key Knowledge
	Understanding the last three Tsars and making comparisons between them. Looking at reforms being made in Russia in an attempt to preserve autocracy. Understanding how Russia was governed at this time and the impact this had on society.
	Identifying the role of individuals and key groups who challenged autocracy during this time. The impact of Marxism and the return of Lenin to Russia. The assassination of the royal family and the implications of this on Russia.
	Leninism versus Stalinism and the cult of Stalin. Life under a communist dictatorship and methods of control and terror. Changes to culture and the economy – Stalin and the 5 year plans.



Year 13
	
	Term 1
	Term 2
	Term 3
	Term 4
	Term 5
	Term 6

	Big ideas/ topics
	The emergence of a communist dictatorship, 1917-41
	The Stalinist dictatorship and reaction, 1941-64
	A survey of Tsarist and Communist Russia, 1855-1964
Revision
	Revision
	


	Key Knowledge
	Leninism versus Stalinism and the cult of Stalin. Life under a communist dictatorship and methods of control and terror. The Red Scare and the impact on leadership and society.
	Stalin and the 5 year plans. Methods of control and terror and drawing comparisons to those used by Lenin. How Stalin dealt with threats from within his Party – show trials and treatment of opposition such as Trotsky.
	Identifying areas of change and continuity throughout the period of study.
	To embed understanding of exam skills and ensure key knowledge is retrieved. Students will assess change and continuity throughout the entire period of study, focussing on the three strands of political, social and economic history.
	




	Further information and reading list

	A Level History is taught using the AQA specification
https://www.aqa.org.uk/subjects/history/as-and-a-level/history-7041-7042/subject-content/1h-tsarist-and-communist-russia,-18551964 

Key texts for classroom and individual study 
· C Corin and T Fiehn, Communist Russia under Lenin and Stalin, Hodder, 2002 
· J Laver, Triumph and Collapse: Russia and the USSR 1941-1991, Nelson Thornes, 2009 
· A Todd, The Soviet Union and Eastern Europe 1924-2000, CUP, 2012 
· S Waller, Imperial Russia, Revolutions and the emergence of the Soviet State 1853-1924, CUP, 2012 
· S Waller, Tsarist Russia, 1855-1917, Nelson Thornes, 2009 

Useful books for students 
· J Bromley, Russia 1848–1917, Heinemann, 2002 
· G Darby, The Russian Revolution, Longman, 1998 
· D Evans and J Jenkins, Years of Russia, the USSR and the Collapse of Soviet Communism, Hodder Arnold (2nd edn), 2001 
· J Hite, Tsarist Russia 1801–1917, Causeway Press, 2004 
· J Laver, The Modernisation of Russia 1856–1985, Heinemann, 2002 
· S J Lee, Russia and the USSR, Routledge, 2005 
· M Lynch, Reaction and Revolutions: Russia 1881–1924, Hodder Murray (2nd new edn), 2005 
· D Murphy and T Morris, Russia 1855–1964, Collins, 2008 
· A Wood, The Russian Revolution, Longman (2nd edn), 1986 Reference books 
· E Crankshaw, The Shadow of the Winter Palace, Penguin, 1976 
· G Darby, The Russian Revolution 1861–1924, Longman, 1998 
· O Figes, A Peoples Tragedy: The Russian Revolution,1891–1924, Pimlico, 1997 
· S Fitzpatrick, The Russian Revolution, Oxford (3rd edn), 2008 
· G Freeze, Russia, A History, Oxford University Press, 2002 
· G Hosking, Russia and the Russians, Penguin, 2012 
· J Hutchinson, Late Imperial Russia, Longman, 1999 
· L Kochan, Russia in Revolution, Paladin, 1970

Biographies and first-hand accounts 
· I Deutscher, Stalin, Penguin, 1970 
· D Lieven, Nicholas II Emperor of all the Russia’s, Pimlico, 1994 
· S S Montefiore, Stalin, The Court of the Red Tsar, Phoenix, 2003 
· V Serge, Memoirs of a Revolutionary, Writers and readers publishing co-operative, 1984 
· R Service, Lenin: A Biography, Pan Books, 2002 
· B Williams, Lenin (profiles in power), Longman, 2nd edition, 2000


	Ways to support and extend student learning in this subject

	· Encourage wider reading where possible. This doesn’t need to be a text: it could be audiobooks, podcasts, newspaper articles, graphic novels, magazines. 
· There are a wide range of documentaries available on YouTube and the BBC about different events, people, ideas and time periods. Supporting your child through watching these documentaries can help them to develop a further understanding of the events and topics covered. 
· Reading the relevant chapter of the Hollow Crown or textbook is a really good way to consolidate knowledge and place it in a broader context of the events taking place.
· Engage in discussions with family members about the History being studied. Students often cement their understanding of the events and issues they are studying by explaining them to other people - ask them about any new content that they have learnt and try to get them to explain this to you.  Ask them tricky questions.
· If there is a film or TV programme available about the events that have been studied in school, watching these can support with the understanding of specific issues, events and help with a sense of chronology. Some of these will be available through streaming sites, such as Netflix, and through YouTube. 
· The biggest challenge students face with History is the sheer amount of content needed to be learnt. Produce flash cards, summarising learning regularly in bullet points and general recap exercises will support students with their retention of this knowledge.
· Purchase a subscription to a magazine like BBC History.  They have a huge archive of articles and podcasts about the Wars of the Roses to add depth to understanding.
· Visit the AQA website to look over past papers:  Please search for Component 1H Tsarist and Communist Russia, 1855-1964
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