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A Level History Unit 2 – Outline Programme of Study
The Wars of the Roses, 1450-1499

Year 12
	
	Term 1
	Term 2
	Term 3
	Term 4
	Term 5
	Term 6

	Big ideas/ topics
	The Origins of the conflict, 1450-59
	The Origins of the conflict 1450-59
	The War of the Barons, 1459-61
	The War of the Barons, 1459-61

The triumph of the Yorkists, 1461-71
	The triumph of the Yorkists, 1461-71
	NEA: Historical Investigation.

	Key Knowledge
	Students focus on: The nature of English society and politics in 1450. The weaknesses of the rule of Henry VI and the growth of baronial faction in the period.  Cade’s rebellion and the impact of the loss of Normandy, the emergence and impact of Richard of York.
	Students focus on: The Outbreak of war – the First Battle of St Albans, its consequences and impact on the balance of power by 1455.  The emergence of Margaret of Anjou, the uneasy peace, development of factional rivalry and their impact on English society.
	Students focus on: The renewal of war, the Yorkist exile and invasion, the emergence of Warwick, The changing possession of Henry VI, the protectorate of Richard of York.
	Students focus on: The Battles of Northampton, Wakefield, 2nd St Albans, the death of York and proclamation of Edward IV, Towton and the Yorkist position by 1461. The personal rule of Edward IV, and the impact of the Woodville Marriage.
	Students focus on: The development of factional rivalries, the attempts to restore Henry VI, the crushing of the Lancastrian cause at Barnet and Tewkesbury, the destruction of the Lancastrian nobility.  The impact of the conflict on society by 1471.
	Students focus on the requirements of the exam board for the non-examined assessment required for the completion of A Level.  This includes question forming, resource sourcing, and completing exam board paperwork.



Year 13
	
	Term 1
	Term 2
	Term 3
	Term 4
	Term 5
	Term 6

	Big ideas/ topics
	‘The Sun in Splendour’: the reign of Edward IV, 1471-83
	The downfall of the Yorkist Monarchy, 1483-6
	The downfall of the Yorkist Monarchy, 1483-6
	The end of the Yorkist dynasty, 1485-99
	Revision
	


	Key Knowledge
	Students focus on: The consolidation of royal authority under Edward IV, the development of new methods of government, factional rivalries (Clarence) and court politics, hostility to the Woodville’s.  The impact of Edwards rule of trade, economy and social mobility.  The premature death of Edward IV.
	Students focus on: The succession crisis on the death of Edward IV, the coup d’etat of Richard of Gloucester – the Princes in the Tower and Richard III’s position as a Usurper.  
	Students focus on: The strengths and weaknesses of Richard’s position in 1484 – the death of his son and wife, succession problems.  The emergence of Henry Tudor, the Battle of Bosworth and the downfall of Richard III.
	Students focus on: The proclamation of the Tudor dynasty, the marriage of Henry VII and Elizabeth of York, opposition to Henry and the pretender threat.  The impact of the Wars of the Roses on society by 1499. 
	Revision focussing on Source questions using PACKET and CAT judgements.

Essay planning of past questions.
	









	Further information and reading list

	A Level History is taught using the AQA specification
https://www.aqa.org.uk/subjects/history/as-and-a-level/history-7041-7042/subject-content/2b-the-wars-of-the-roses,-14501499 

Textbooks and Revision Guides
We use a variety of resources to support teaching and learning at GCSE.  Below are a list of textbooks and revision guides that are useful to support learning at home.

The Wars of the Roses, 1450-1499, Jessica Lutkin (Cambridge) – ISBN 978 1316504376
England 1445-1509: Lancastrians, Yorkists and Henry VII, Fellows & Litter (Hodder Education) – ISBN 978 1471836688
Access to History; Lancastrians, Yorkists, and the Wars of the Roses, 1399-1509, Roger Turvey (Hodder Education) – ISBN 978 1510459397
The Wars of the Roses and Henry VII, 1459-c1513, Colin Pendrill (Heinemann) – ISBN 978 0435327422

Core Academic Text.
We encourage all students to read The Hollow Crown, Dan Jones (Faber and Faber) – ISBN 978 0571288083

Other Academic Texts
The Wars of the Roses, A J Pollard (Palgrave) – ISBN 978 0230368521
A Short History of the Wars of the Roses, David Grummitt (Bloomsbury) – ISBN 978 1350146891
The Wars of the Roses, J R Lander (The History Press) – ISBN 978-0750946124
The Wars of the Roses, Michael Hicks (Yale) – ISBN 978-0300181579
Blood and Roses, Helen Castor (Faber and Faber) – ISBN 978 0571216706
The Princes in the Tower, Philippa Langley (The History Press) – ISBN 978-1803995410
Blood Sisters, Sarah Gristwood (HarperCollins) – ISBN 978 0007309306
Henry VII and the Tudor Pretenders, Nathan Amin (Amberley Publishing) – ISBN 978-1398112469

Links to useful websites 
AQA Specification - https://www.aqa.org.uk/subjects/history/as-and-a-level/history-7041-7042/subject-content/2b-the-wars-of-the-roses,-14501499 
AQA Past Papers for Unit 2 - https://www.aqa.org.uk/subjects/history/as-and-a-level/history-7041-7042/assessment-resources?f.Resource+type%7C6=Question+papers&f.Component%7C7=Component+2&f.Option%7C9=Option+B 
Historical Association Wars of the Roses Podcasts - https://www.history.org.uk/podcasts/categories/850/podcast/165/the-wars-of-the-roses 
Historical Association Using Sources at A Level Guide - https://www.history.org.uk/files/download/19509/1512746557/Using_sources_at_Alevel__Wars_of_the_Roses.pdf 
Richard III Society - https://richardiii.net/ 
The Wars of the Roses (education section of the Richard III Society) - https://www.warsoftheroses.com/ 
The Battlefields Trust - https://www.battlefieldstrust.com/ 
Schools History Wars of the Roses Primary and Secondary Sources - https://schoolshistory.org.uk/topics/british-history/wars-of-the-roses/primary-and-secondary-sources/ 
University of Cambridge Wars of the Roses Source activity - https://www.hist.cam.ac.uk/primary-source-exercises 
Swipin’ Thru History Wars of the Roses Playlist - https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=evS95DvYi6M&list=PLDbImWJq5Njb9JpLiImQcdVPlKbEEuldp 
Britain’s Bloody Crown, Dan Jones Documentary playlist - https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=SB_OThWd-eA&list=PL_l4crTqOdluGFar6fkDblDElmdM_k2vj 


	Ways to support and extend student learning in this subject

	· Encourage wider reading where possible. This doesn’t need to be a text: it could be audiobooks, podcasts, newspaper articles, graphic novels, magazines. 
· There are a wide range of documentaries available on YouTube and the BBC about different events, people, ideas and time periods. Supporting your child through watching these documentaries can help them to develop a further understanding of the events and topics covered. 
· Reading the relevant chapter of the Hollow Crown or textbook is a really good way to consolidate knowledge and place it in a broader context of the events taking place.
· Engage in discussions with family members about the History being studied. Students often cement their understanding of the events and issues they are studying by explaining them to other people - ask them about any new content that they have learnt and try to get them to explain this to you.  Ask them tricky questions.
· If there is a film or TV programme available about the events that have been studied in school, watching these can support with the understanding of specific issues, events and help with a sense of chronology. Some of these will be available through streaming sites, such as Netflix, and through YouTube. 
· The biggest challenge students face with History is the sheer amount of content needed to be learnt. Produce flash cards, summarising learning regularly in bullet points and general recap exercises will support students with their retention of this knowledge.
· Purchase a subscription to a magazine like BBC History.  They have a huge archive of articles and podcasts about the Wars of the Roses to add depth to understanding.
· Visit the AQA website to look over past papers:  Please search for Component 2B The Wars of the Roses, 1450-99
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