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Year 7 History – Outline Programme of Study

	
	Term 1
	Term 2
	Term 3
	Term 4 &
Term 5
	Term 6

	Topics
	The Norman Conquest
	Medieval Power
	Medieval Life and Belief
	Wars of the Roses and Tudor England
	Elizabethan England

	Key Knowledge
	This unit introduces students to England prior to the Norman Conquest, before looking at what happened in 1066, and the impact it had on England in terms of social structure, belief and regionally. 

This unit provides the basis for year 7 study of medieval England, introducing the core ideas about medieval kingship, rights and responsibilities, whilst also introducing students to key skills and good study practices.
	The aim of this unit is for students to consider what the role of a medieval king was and begin to explore how successfully medieval kings fulfilled these roles and responsibilities. This unit builds on the work done on the Norman Conquest to explore how England was ruled by the first three Plantagenet kings, gaining an overview of their reigns and then looking at an event in their reign in detail. The unit also looks at the challenges to the power of these Kings from the Church, Parliament and people.


	This unit aims to give students an understanding of the experience of ‘ordinary’ people in medieval England. It begins with a tour of the rural world before looking at the role of religion in the medieval mind, and an evaluation of how religious medieval people really were. 

Students then look at towns and the experience of living in medieval towns. Students will also explore medieval thinking about medicine and the causes and treatment of illness. This will all be drawn together in an exploration of the Black Death and its impact.

	This unit uses the Wars of the Roses to bridge the gap between the medieval world and the early modern world of the Tudors. Students begin by looking at the causes and events of the Wars of the Roses before moving into a study of the rule of the Tudors. They explore the differences between Protestants and Catholics, before looking at the changes made by Henry VIII and their impact on Britain. Students then explore life in Tudor England. This unit is drawn together by as assessment that looks at explaining change and continuity in religion.
	This unit will focus on the challenges facing Elizabeth when she became queen in 1558 and how she dealt with those threats. We look at how the religious settlement tried to resolve the ongoing conflict between Catholics and Protestants, and what this meant both at home and abroad. We will also explore life in Elizabethan England and the impact her reign had on the people. Was it truly a “Golden Age”?


	Further information and reading list

	· BBC Teach series on 1066 – videos available online - https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=1sK4JX0co8I&list=PLcvEcrsF_9zK2bOCseaghBIucwf9pcsFX  
· BBC Bitesize – Key Stage Three History - https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/subjects/zk26n39 
· Horrible Histories – Storming Normans – ISBN 978-0702322938
· Horrible Histories – Measly Middle Ages – ISBN 978-0702311260
· Horrible Histories – The Terrible Tudors – ISBN 978-0702325762
· Kay's Marvellous Medicine: A Gross and Gruesome History of the Human Body – ISBN 978-0241508541
· Guy Fawkes and the Gunpowder Plot documentary - https://youtu.be/EMLHau_rBJ8?feature 
· English Heritage, What was life like? Series playlist - https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=pDdSCbCpkCY&list=PLx2QMoA1Th9fVTsHjpl31Vxtiv5709Vwc 
· English Heritage, Homes Through History series playlist - https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=8gNXbYGmyCY&list=PLx2QMoA1Th9dRnw5JJNlEu2cx1yQTDWtm 
· English Heritage, History at Home! Series playlist - https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=FIRLfVoJ_mQ&list=PLx2QMoA1Th9fXxtAgcksuOrjXjt31ROD7 
· English Heritage, History in a nutshell, animated series playlist - https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=FIRLfVoJ_mQ&list=PLx2QMoA1Th9fXxtAgcksuOrjXjt31ROD7 







	Ways to support and extend student learning in this subject

	· Encourage wider reading where possible. This doesn’t need to be a text: it could be audiobooks, podcasts, newspaper articles, graphic novels, magazines. 
· There are a wide range of documentaries available on YouTube and the BBC about different events, people, ideas and time periods. Supporting your child through watching these documentaries can help them to develop a further understanding of the events and topics covered. 
· Engage in discussions with family members about the History being studied. Students often cement their understanding of the events and issues they are studying by explaining them to other people - ask them about any new content that they have learnt and try to get them to explain this to you.  Ask them tricky questions.
· If there is a film or TV programme available about the events that have been studied in school, watching these can support with the understanding of specific issues, events and help with a sense of chronology. Some of these will be available through streaming sites, such as Netflix, and through YouTube. 
· The biggest challenge students face with History is the sheer amount of content needed to be learnt. Produce flash cards, summarising learning regularly in bullet points and general recap exercises will support students with their retention of this knowledge.
· Check Google classroom for activities and homework’s.
· Visit relevant sites of local history, for example, Faringdon Church, Faringdon Folley, Oxford castle and prison.
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