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Year 8 History – Outline Programme of Study
	
	Term 1
	Term 2
	Term 3
	Term 4
	Term 5 &
Term 6

	Topics
	The Stuarts
	The British Empire
	Slavery
	Industrial Britain
	World War One

	Key Knowledge
	This unit will focus on King James I and the various interpretations of him as a leader. 

We will explore why the Catholics plotted to kill him in 1605 and the consequences this had for the country. We will then compare the reign of James I to Charles I, investigating the English Civil War and constant struggle between power and religion. This unit will allow students to draw comparisons between their earlier work in year 7 and to assess how much had really changed in England.
	The beginning of the British Empire topic describes why Britain wanted an empire. The unit will explore key case studies of the Empire in depth, such as the Scramble for Africa, India and the Sepoy mutiny and China and the Opium Wars. 

Students will constantly be questioning the impact of the Empire before looking at historical interpretations on the British Empire and forming their own judgement on whether it is something Britain should be proud of or ashamed of.
	This unit introduces the Transatlantic slave trade and the impact of colonialism of African nations. 

Having looked at a definition of the transatlantic slave trade, conditions on the middle passage are examined. 

Students then look at slave auctions, life on a plantation, and how slaves were punished. There is a local history link by examining Bristol’s role in the slave trade and finally what was the road to the abolition of slavery. 
	This unit introduces the Industrial Revolution and why Britain industrialised first. 

Students then examine how transport evolved during this period. Swindon’s role in the period is then looked at. Having looked at the way production changed, students then consider factory conditions and problems faced in the Industrial Cities. Poverty, Edward Jenner, and the way Chadwick and Snow tried to deal with cholera and influenza are also looked at. Finally, the unit finishes with Florence Nightingale and the impact of the Industrial Revolution on peoples’ health.
	The aim of this unit is to introduce students to the long-term and short-term causes of the First World War and how Britain became involved. Students will study the actions of Germany by looking at the stages of the Schlieffen plan and the invasion of Belgium. 

They will then look at why men joined the army, evaluating pieces of propaganda and the role of conscription. They will then study life in the trenches, with links to the GCSE syllabus by looking at types of weaponry and medical issues. 

Students will complete the unit by studying why the allies won and challenging whether this war can be classed as a World War.


	Further information and reading list

	· The Development of Parliament -  https://www.parliament.uk/about/living-heritage/evolutionofparliament/parliamentaryauthority/ 
· BBC Bitesize – The British Empire -  https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/topics/z7kvf82
· BBC Bitesize – The Industrial Revolution -  https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/topics/zm7qtfr
· BBC Teach – Industrial Revolution -  https://www.bbc.co.uk/teach/class-clips-video/articles/z4j2hbk
· National Trust – Quarry Bank Mill -  https://www.nationaltrust.org.uk/visit/cheshire-greater-manchester/quarry-bank  
· BBC Bitesize – World War One -  https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/topics/z4crd2p 
· Imperial War Museum – First World War -  https://www.iwm.org.uk/history/first-world-war 
· Imperial War Museum – Life in the Trenches -  https://www.iwm.org.uk/history/life-in-the-trenches-of-the-first-world-war 
· National Tank Museum – World War One - https://tankmuseum.org/tank-nuts/tank-collection?tname=&era=WW1&country=all#collection-form 
· National Army Museum – First World War -  https://www.nam.ac.uk/explore/first-world-war 
· National Army Museum – Battle of Isandlwana -  https://www.nam.ac.uk/explore/battle-isandlwana-22-january-1879 
· National Army Museum – The Indian Mutiny -  https://www.nam.ac.uk/explore/why-did-indian-mutiny-happen 
· ‘Moses: when Harriet Tubman led her people to freedom’ by Carole Boston Weatherford
· WW1 Uncut: Dan Snow for the BBC
· War Horse by Michael Morpurgo – ISBN 978-1405255943
· Kay's Marvellous Medicine: A Gross and Gruesome History of the Human Body – ISBN 978-0241508541
· English Heritage, What was life like? Series playlist - https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=pDdSCbCpkCY&list=PLx2QMoA1Th9fVTsHjpl31Vxtiv5709Vwc 
· English Heritage, Homes Through History series playlist - https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=8gNXbYGmyCY&list=PLx2QMoA1Th9dRnw5JJNlEu2cx1yQTDWtm 
· English Heritage, History at Home! Series playlist - https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=FIRLfVoJ_mQ&list=PLx2QMoA1Th9fXxtAgcksuOrjXjt31ROD7 
· English Heritage, History in a nutshell, animated series playlist - https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=FIRLfVoJ_mQ&list=PLx2QMoA1Th9fXxtAgcksuOrjXjt31ROD7



	Ways to support and extend student learning in this subject

	· Encourage wider reading where possible. This doesn’t need to be a text: it could be audiobooks, podcasts, newspaper articles, graphic novels, magazines. 
· There are a wide range of documentaries available on YouTube and the BBC about different events, people, ideas and time periods. Supporting your child through watching these documentaries can help them to develop a further understanding of the events and topics covered. 
· Engage in discussions with family members about the History being studied. Students often cement their understanding of the events and issues they are studying by explaining them to other people - ask them about any new content that they have learnt and try to get them to explain this to you.  Ask them tricky questions.
· If there is a film or TV programme available about the events that have been studied in school, watching these can support with the understanding of specific issues, events and help with a sense of chronology. Some of these will be available through streaming sites, such as Netflix, and through YouTube. 
· The biggest challenge students face with History is the sheer amount of content needed to be learnt. Produce flash cards, summarising learning regularly in bullet points and general recap exercises will support students with their retention of this knowledge.
· Check Google classroom for activities and homework’s.
· Visit relevant sites of local history, for example, Faringdon Church, Faringdon Folley, Oxford castle and prison.
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