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[ Introduction ]

This is an exciting and important time for studentthe first opportunity they will haveo make decisions about
the pathwaythey will follow during the next stage in their education.

Making these choices can be difficult and in order to help you and your child we are holding a 'Year 9 Options
Evening' where hopefully all tiq@estions you might have will be answered. This takes pladéorsday 29 th
February from 18:00 to 19:30 in the Wilson Building . There is also a video available for you to watch on

the school website, ahead of the Options Evening.

In a society whichincreasingly seeks citizens who are skilled and prepared for a varied career path, it is even
more important that they achieve a high level of qualifications. We expect almost all of our students to aim to
achieve higher grade passes in English and Mathgad grades in a range of other subjects. We will advise
students in their choice of subjects to give them the best chance of achieving this.

At Faringdon Community Collegeve are proud of the range of options available so teathstudent can
choose from courses thatest suit theirinterests and aptitudeg\s well as helping to ensure academic success,
the aim is that every young person is supported to devasp welrounded individual fullgquippedo succeed
asaglobal citizerwithin increasinglgiverse communities and career

Please read the information in this booklet carefully to help guide your child in making the best choices for them,
and then complete the online options for(sent out after Options Eveningd say which courses they would
prefer to do. We will then work with the students to help place them tite mostsuitable courses.

Key Dates
Date Event
Thursday 29 February Year 9 Options Evening
18:0019:30 in the Wilson Building
1 An opportunity for students angbarents/carers to come
into school and meet with Subject Leaders to find out
more about the courses available (including compulsory
courses).
1 The online options form will be releaseafter Options
Evening
Thursday 1# March Year9Par ent sd Evening (online)
T A chance to find out about
subjects they currently study.
Friday 22d March Final deadline for submission of Year 9 option choiéemline
form.
Term 6 Letters sent toYear 9 parents confirming allocation of options
subjects.
Contents
Page
3-8 Important informationd please read
9-18 Compulsory course® information pages
19-74 Optional coursesd information pages




[ Which courses can | choose from? ]

Although there is some choice of subjects to suit the individual interests and abilities of students in KS4, much
of their timetable will continue to be based around a compulsory core of the following subjects: English,
Mathematics, Physical Educationjdalis Education, and Science. Additionally, students must choose four
optional subjects.

Most of these subjects lead to GCSEs or other formal qualifications, for which the school will pay for students
to be entered provided they have a satisfactory record of attendance, effort and coursework completion.

Some subjects | ead t-suchtaytbedBaECiTech anards oqgCGamdridgé Natioaalsi o n s
These subjects arlargely based around coursework assessment and so are well suitetidse whomay be

less confident in examinatior high level of organisation and commitment to completing project

work is required to obtain success within vocational qualifications.

In the Science section you will find information about the Separate Sciences courses in Biology, Chemistry and
Physics which will be suitable for many students, and abouftee school enrichment course in Astronomy.

The English Baccalaureate (EBacc)

The EBacc was introduced by the government in January 2011. It is made up of six specific GCSE qualifications
in total. They are:
1 English (Language dniterature)
1 Mathematics
1 two Sciences
i a Modern Foreign Language
9 History or Geography
There is no specific qualification or certificate for the Ebacc, however it@wbinationof courses which
reflect aptitude across a range of o6facilitatingd G
may take this into account when selecting applicants. Therefore, students with the potential to be successful in
this range 6 subjects should aim to include at least one of history or geograplaya foreign language in their
option choices.

Students with SEND

For some students supported by the SEN department, it may be appropriate to study one fewer subject and have
additional extra time, focusing on other subjects, in the SEN department. Anystugdntgparentswill be
contacted individually by the SEN department. A full set of choices should still be made on the options form.



[ Compulsory Courses ]

All students study Englidlanguage andterature, MathematicsSience, REexamined in Year 1nd core
PE(not examined)

[ Optional Courses ]

Students havéour choices from the subjects detailed in the optional subjects section of this booklet.

SCIENCE AND RE

1 Everybody has to study Science and RE.

1 You canselect to take Separate Science and Full Course RE, which combine to take up one of your ¢
option choices.

T I'f you dond6t choose Separate Science/ Full Colt
combined Science Trilogy course (separate lessons in Biology, Chemistry and Physics with a
combined double GSCE at the end) and SHoourse RE (half a GCSE). Ttegaught in 3 lessons
per fortnight in each science and 2 lessons per fortnight in RE.

1 If you wish to do Separate Science (3 separate GCSEs in Biology, Chemistry and Physics) and Full
Course RE, you have to pick this as one of your 4 options. This is taught in 4 lessons per fortnight in
each science and 4 lessons per fortnight in RE.

1 The RE courseoncludes with an examination at the end of Year 10.

ALLOWABLE COMBINATIONS

Apart from the restrictions below, you can select any 4 from the available subjects. After the deadline for options

choices has passed and all pupilsd choices have bee
maximises the numberf@upils that get to study their preferred optionk.is an unfortunate inevitability that
it will be impossible to construct blocks that comp

combinations of subjects will end up not being possible . We will discuss this with any affected pupils in June
and support them to choose the best alternative.

RESTRICTIONS

The following restrictions on choices should be noted:
T Students cannot study both History Pathway 1 and History Pathway 2
1 Students cannot study both Music GCSE and Music BTEC
1 Students cannot study both PE GCSE and Sport BTEC
1 Students choosing Separate Science/Full Course RE as one of their options will be able to study at
most one DT subject. Students not choosing Separate Science/Full Course RE may be able to study tw«
DT subjects with the restriction that they can
o Only choose one of Hospitality & Catering and Food & Nutrition
o Only choose one of Graphic Products, Product Design and Textiles Technology

Where two subjects cannot be studied in combination as above, it is permitted and appropriate to have one of them
as one of your 4 choices and the other as one of your reserve choices.



[ Grades Explained J

There has been much talk in the media and from gmvernment recently about the nature and quality of
assessment in schools at age 16. This has led to many of the GCSE courses becoming moredrigiodathe
new grading system running from a top grade of 9 down to gradeht table below explains the grading
system, including reference to equivalent grades for vocational subjects.

As always, we will work hard with all students to enable them to achieve the highest grades possible so that
they are able to successfully move on to the next stage of their education, training or employment.

Previous GCSE Grades Current GCSE Grades

Equivalent
vocational

grade

L2 Distinction*

8
Level 2
7 Distinction
A
B 6 1 Grade 4 and Level 2 Merit
5 above =
opasso
C Level 2 Pass
4 Grade 5 =
D 3 ostrong |maet
Distinction

Students not

obtaining Grade -
E 2 4 in English/Mathq | Level 1 Merit
must retake

F these subjects Level 1 Pass

G 1

Ungraded Ungraded Ungraded
WHAT GRADES DO | NEED FOR FUTURE STUDY?

Students who are intending to continue their studie

at grade 5 (including English and Maths), though tisesemetimes a degree of flexibility depending on the needs of
individual students.

For any postl6 study or employmenbased learning, including studying at collsg&lents will find that the better
the grades they achieve, the wider the range of courses which they will be considered for. Some courses specify
particular grades they are looking férusually grade 3, 4 or 5 depending on the learsd typeof qualificatio.



[ How can | choose the best courses for me? ]

When choosing from the Optional Courses, think carefully.

Good reasons for choosing a course: Poor reasons for choosing a course:
T Youdbre good at t he s|T Yourfriends are doingthe same course
T You think youol|l enj|Y People say itds easy
1 It fits with your career hopes and plans f You think itds a goo
9 It goes well with your other choices girl 8 all courses are available to bogsdgirls.
1 Youdbre interested i n/T Youlike the teacher you have now

will develop T You di dn &t redearch gourtoptions
T It will give youlots of choices in the future properly

How to choose your Optional Courses:

A Look adalcoardes availgble io pdefore you make adecision Ther eds i nfor mati on
within this booklet.

A I f youderavaebaufti time careehmhoyvae ddub ji «iemakeahisipastibley avu
- the ones you need to go into further or higher education or into an apprenticeship omjibl training

A I'f you donét have a firm cartekeepydudoptansoperhoose s ubj
A Dondét be afraid to ask f GareersAdvigpMs Belchemrdlyourtu®r. £ r om y
guide to support, advice and guidance can be found on the next page.

A 1 nvol v e /caersd makesare ywundissuss it with them.

A Subject teachers will talk about courses and can
A Tal k t o d&hutdamottd be peesmadesl to taka subjectthey are choosing in the hope that you will be
together. This may not happelt.mustbeyouri nt er est s and skills that deter:H

Thinking about W ork:

Aim to be flexible and welljualified Researchells us that:
AMost people will change jobs several times during their working; lives

A Employers wild] need mor e and (Adevel éLeyeles ogodtianal qualifichtiong)u a
or above
A People with higher 1 evel qual i fi graspdctstasthoseiwithlowera r n

level gualifications or no qualifications at all
A E mp llookyoe peaple with good employability skills

Most Year 9 students have no settled idea of what they would like to do after leaving scHumbest plan is to
choosea personal and balancedlectionfrom the option subjects availabl&his will leave you with plenty of
possible careers to choose from latar life.

Put yourself first. This is your chance to take <con
important to choose options that interest and motivate you



[ Where can | get advice and guidance?

When choosingyour coursesjook to these sources foadvice, support and guidance:

,'/
Form Tutor- They ~"Careers Advisor
can answer / Expert help from Mrs
questions, ortellyou /' Balcher, our Careers
Personal who to talk to /

Advisor. Ask your tutor

Development Days

Think about the
careers activities you
have done on

to help you make an
appointment to meet
Mrs Belcher.
TIBelcher@fcc.faringdo

Personal
Development Days

nlearningtrust.org

4

4 / \f
Subject Teachers
Parents/carers | |' They are the experts
They know you ] 0 ‘ : on the courses on
very well! | | offer and how
. appropriate they are
for each student.
- \//,/

\ &
t o §

Subject Leaders
Offer expert advice
on the demands of

Older students-
They can share their

the courses on offer ; experience of taking
ECl-'pS careers different courses.
advice website

https://www.eclips
-online.co.uk
Password:
SN77LB




[ What do we do next? ]

Read through the booklet carefully. Watch the oO0Year
find out more information. Ask questions of the subjeepresentatives there to find out if the choice you want is a
good one for you. Look up information on how your choice will affect any plans you have for future courses or jobs.
Ask for advice from teacheygspecially:

Your Form Tutor and Head of Year

Subject teachers who you already know

Subject Leaderd email addresses can be found on the subject information pages in this booklet
Teachers of Y10/11 courses which would be new to you

Tina Belcherour full time Careers AdvisoTina BelcheIBelcher@fcc.faringdonlearningtrust.org
Mr Surowiec, Deputy Headteachensurowiec@fcc.faringdonlearningtrust.org

=A =4 =8 = =8 =9

Once you have made your decision about which subjects you would prefer to do, you need tohfdlanline form
which will be sent out after options evening.

Do NOT rush back with you option form straight awayive yourself time to think about your choices. We will
not do anything with them until the deadlikate ofFriday 22~ March . Make sure the forrDOES come in by
then - otherwise subjects you want to do may fill up before you get your form in. The online options form will be
editable up until that date

Once the forms have come in, we will build a timetable to accommodate as many of the requested combinations of
subjects as possibli.is important for parents and pupils to understand that once the option blocks and
timetable have been constructed, the combinations chosen by some pupils will not be possible. We

will construct the timetable in such a way that maximises the number of pu pils that get to study their
preferred options, but it is an inevitability that a minority of students will be allocated to reserve
choices.

It should also be noted that all courses are limited in the number of students they can accomn®idatarlyno

course can run with too few studentdf either of these situations occugsur reserve subjects will be used and we

will try to speak to students on an individual lewalhere a subject is oversubscribed, priority will be given to those
students who can show why that subject is important for them, for example for their future plans. So give thought to
the reasons for your choices you put on the options form.

As described on the options form, if we are unable to allocate a place in either your first or reserve
choices amongst the other options, then we will see you to discuss other possible placements

We will confirm which options have been allocated for each studieming term 6


mailto:TIBelcher@fcc.faringdonlearningtrust.org
mailto:msurowiec@fcc.faringdonlearningtrust.org

Compulsory Course Pages ]

All students will study these subjects
although there are variations for different students

ENGLISH (Language and Literature)
MATHEMATICS

SCIENCE

RE

PE (Core)



GCSE English Language

Subject Leader: M rs J.Malik (Email: jkmalik @fcc.faring donlearningtrust.org)

Introduction
In English Language, students will develop their reading skills to identify explicit information, infer
i mplicit meani ngs, anal yse tdvauaté thengffectas greatecaimd t h

addition to this, students will skilfully learn how to plan and write fiction and-inction texts, for a
range of audiences and purposes to show that they can develop ideas with imagination and accuracy.

Which topics or units will | study?
1 Paper 1: explorations in creative reading and writing
1 Paper 2: wunderstanding writersdo viewpoints a

What skills will I develop during the course?

Students will engage with a range of different texts, from different time periods and from different
perspectives. They will also work to develop their analytical skills and become more creative with both
fiction and norfiction writing. In addition, studd#s will develop both their written and spoken
communication skills. Students will be challenged to develop critical thinking skills that encourage
powerful thought about different topics and themes.

How will | be taught?

As throughout Key Stage Three, students will be taught in mixed ability groups. Students will typically
learn through independent learning and the focus is on the development of the skills required for the
GCSE exam throughout Y10. During Y10, student$stildy the English Language course for an hour
per week, which increases up to two hours per week in Y11.

How will | be assessed?
The course is 100% exabased and students will sit two GCSE English Language exams at the end of
Year 11. These exams are not tiered.

1 Paper 1: 50% of your overall gradd hour and 45 minutes

1 Paper 2: 50% of your overgtaded 1 hour and 45 minutes
In addition to these exams, you will also complete a Spoken Language component, which is a
compulsory endorsement to the GCSE. This will be completed towards the end of Y10.

Which examination board and course is used?
AQA GCSE English Language

Other important information:

To support studentsdé | earning, t hey wil|l need
lesson, including a highlighter. Due to the nature of the reading requirements of the course, it is highly
recommended that students continue to read a ramgdoth fiction and norfiction texts from home
throughout the two years.

C N )
Thinking Ahead

Studying English Language can suppdrevel option choices of English Language and Literature,

English Literature, Film Studies, Dramdgtory and Geography.

As future career options, students could consider Writing, Teaching, Law, Media, Human Reso!

Journalism, Publishing and Editing, Advertising and Civil Service. y

10



GCSE English Literature

Subject Leader: M rs J.Malik (Email: jkmalik @fcc.faring donlearningtrust.org)

Introduction

In English Literature, students use a range of skills to discuss poetry, prose and drama texts from a
wide range of historical periods. Furthermore, they use these skills to analyse form, language and
structure and evaluateodséndintenf f ects of the write

Which topics or units will | study?

The texts chosen for study complement each other through themes and wider ideas.
1 Paper 1: Macbeth and A Christmas Carol
1 Paper 2: Lord of the Flies, Power and Conflict Poetry and Unseen Poetry

What skills will I develop during the course?

The course encourages students to offer personal responses to texts, select relevant textual references

to support their ideas, analyse critically and weave in, where appropriate, their contextual knowledge.

In addition, students will develop alternativedecritical interpretations that challenge views and ideas.
Students will focus on O6big ideasd by consideri
our lives today.

How will | be taught?

As throughout Key Stage Three, students willtaaght in mixed ability groups. Students will typically
learn through independent learning. Students study English Literature for three hours per week, with
time dedicated towards extended writing opportunities embedded in throughout the year. The English
Literature course is studied alongside the English Language course.

How will | be assessed?
The course is 100% exabased and students will sit two GCSE English Literature exams at the end of
Year 11. These exams are not tiered. The exams
have an extract to draw quotations from and their knowledyf the rest of the text to rely on.

1 Paper 1: 40% of your overall gradd hour and 45 minutes

1 Paper 2: 60% of your overall grade hours and 15 minutes

Which examination board and course is used?
AQA GCSE English Literature

Other important information:

To support the studentsd Literature |l earning, W
event, where students get to see poets performing some of the poems they have studied, as well as
receiving first hand advice for their poetry exams frarhead Examiner. In addition, we aim to provide
students with the opportunity to watch bot Christmas CassldMacbethoeing performed by a local

theatre company.

Another crucial aspect of both courses will be the development of a broad vocahkiifaryboth writing

purposes and for responding critically to texts

their own time to help withthisTo support students® | earning, thi

writing equipment to each lesson, including a highlighter.

C N )
Thinking Ahead

Studying English Literature can suppofLével option choices of English Language and Literature
English Literature, Film Studies, Drama, History and Geography.

As future career options, students could consider Writing, Teaching, Law, Media, Human Reso!
Journalism, Publishing and Editing, Advertising and Civil Service. ,

11




GCSE Math ematics

Subject Leader: M r B Rutherford (Email: brrutherford @fcc.faringtonlearningtrust.org)

Introduction

All Year 10students study mathematics tbag to the Key Stage 4 GCSE examination. All students
follow a linear course, which is assessed at the end of Year 11. The GCSE in Mathematics is examined
at two tiers, Higher and Foundation. Candidates at both tiers have access to a Grade 4 or 5, with
possible grades as follows: Higher (Gradegl Foundation (Grades 51). Students will be prepared

for the tier of entry most appropriate to their ability with the final decision on tier of entry being taken
mid-way through year 11.

The highest attaining candidatakso have the option to study an additional qualification, which can act
as a bridge between GCSE and A level the course we have used more recently is the AQA Level 2
Certificate in Further Mathematics.

Which topics or units will | study?
The topics studied in GCSE Mathematics are based around 5 main subject areas and include:

1 Number 0 Structure and calculation; Fractions decimals g@gdcentages; Measures and
Accuracy.

1 Algebrad Notation, vocabulary and manipulation; Functions and graphs; Solving equations and
inequalities; Sequences.

1 Ratio proportion and rates of changeUnderstand and use ratio; Multiplicative relationships;
Solve problems involving direct and inverse proportion.

1 Geometry and measuréd Angles and Lines; Symmetry and Transformations; Congruence and
similarity; Circl es; 2D and 3D shapes; Area,
trigonometry; Vectors; Solving geometrical problems.

i Statistics and probability Construct and interpret tables, charts and diagrams; Statistical
calculations; Interpret, analyse and compare distributions of data; Theoretical probability;
Experimental probability; Set notation and Venn diagrams.

What skills will I develop during the course?

In addition to the study of mathematical methods, students continue to develop the skills in problem
solving, logic and analytical thinking, analysis and attention to detail that will be invaluable for life, work
and further study.

How will | be taught?

Lessons begin with a short recall exercise before any new material is introduced, this section of the
lesson is typically teacher lead. Students are then given the opportunity to consolidate and develop
their understanding in a variety of ways, includihg tise of traditional exercises, the use of mini
whiteboards and paired/groupwork activity.

How will | be assessed?

Three 90 minute assessments are taken at the end of year 11. One of these assessments is non
calculator with calculators being allowed in the other two. There is no coursework element to the
GCSE maths qualification

Which examination board and course is used?
AQA GCSE Mathematics

12
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GCSE Sciences

Subject Leader: Miss S M Dickenson: (smdickenson @fcc.faringtonlearningtrust.org)

Introduction

All students will study a course in Science which covers the programme of study for Key Stage 4.

Science in Years

10 and 11 buil

ds

on t he

important scientific ideas and how these affect them and the world they live in.
There are two different Science courses taught at Key Stage 4:
a) Combined Sciencaé Trilogy (worth 2 GCSEs covering Biology, Chemistry and Physics)
b) Single Sciencew¢rth 3 GCSEsn Biology, Chemistry anBhysics} this takes up one of your four option

choices.

wor k

cover

All Science qualifications at GCSE are awarded by AQA.

Which topics or units will | study?

Combined and separate science cover the same units but there is more content to cover in the separate science
courses meaning that they will have four lessons per fortnight in each discipline compared to three for combined

science.
Biology Chemistry Physics
1. Cell biology 1. Atomic structure and the 1. Energy
periodic table
2. Organisation 2.Bonding, structure, and the 2. Electricity

properties of matter

3. Infection and response

3. Quantitative chemistry

. Particle model of

matter

4. Bioenergetics

4. Chemical changes

5. Homeostasis and response

5. Energy changes

. Forces

6. Inheritance, variation and
evolution

6. The rate and extent of
chemical change

3
4. Atomic structure
5
6

. Waves

7. Ecology

7. Organic chemistry

7. Magnetism and
electromagnetism

8. Chemical analysis

8. Space

9. Chemistry of the
atmosphere

10. Usingesources

Topics in BOLD are separate science only

What skills will | develop during the course?

Students wil/

not j

ust |l earn the

6t heoryo

but

under

world in which they live.Extensive use is made of practical work, and the course develops investigational and

problemsolving skills.

How will | be taught?

Lessons are a mixture of theory and practical work. Each discipline has a number of Required Practical tasks
that the students are required to study and that they can be examined in the written exams.

How will | be assessed?
Separate sciences

Studentswill sit 6 exams at the end of Year 11(two in each subject) each one an hour and forty five minutes and
will lead them being awarded a grade from 9 to 1 in each science separately.

Combined science

Studentswill sit 6 exams at the end of Year 11(two in each subject) each one an hour and fifteen minutes and
this will lead them to obtaining a double award GCSE.

The qualification will be graded on a-p@int scale: &1 to 999 6 where 39 is the best gradeStudentsaking
Foundation Tier assessments will be awarded a grade within the rangd &b 5385. A student taking Higher

Tier assessments will be awarded a grade within the rangébtat9a9.

14



Which examination board and course is used?
AQA

Biology 8461

Chemistry 8462

Physics 8463

CombinedScience Trilogy 8464

Other important information:

We intend to continue running an enrichment courseAstronomy leading to a GCSE. Lessons will take place
twice per week after school throughout Y1(tudents selected on the basis of their success in Y9 Science will
receive letters inviting them to consider whether they want to take on this additional course

4 )

Thinking Ahead:
Studying combined sciences does not prevent a student from studying A level sciences in the future but
anyone considering a career in Medicine, Dentistry, Veterinary Science or any other science based deg
course would benefit from studying the septe sciences.

A J

15



GCSE Religious Education

Subject Leader: Mrs. A. Jones (Email: abjones@fcc.faringtonlearningtrust.org)

Introduction

GCSE RE is a core subject at FCC. Students follow either the Full
Course AQA Religious Studies A (8062) or the Short Course AQA
Religious Studies (8061). The Full Course will enable students to gain a
GCSE in Religious Studies, whilst the Short Course will give students h&/
GCSEThis GCSE is taken at the end of Year 10.

Which topics or units will | study?
Both the Full and Short Course GCSE RE is made up of two units.

Full Course Unit 1: The study of religions - beliefs, teachings and practices.
GCSE RE 1 Christianity: key beliefs and practices

1 Islamkey beliefs and practices
Unit 2: Philosophy and Ethics thematic studies

1 Relationships and Families

7 Religion and Life

1 Religion, Peace and Conflict

71 Religion, Crime and Punishment

Short Unit 1: The study of religions 0 beliefs and teachings.
Course 1 Christianity: key beliefs
GCSE RE 1 Islamkey beliefs

Unit 2: Philosophy and Ethics thematic studies
1 Relationships and Families
1 Religion, Peace and Conflict

What skills will |  develop during the course?

There are approximately 4000 recognised religions in the world. Aro
threequarters of the worldsd popul a
religions. Even if you are one
class themselves as religiotisis is still an excellent GCSE to ensure yo
development as aaducated citizen in a democratic society

First and foremost, you will have tlopportunity to develop youknowledge
and understanding of religion. In particular, you will discover how religior
has a significant impact on how billions of people around the world live t
lives. This exploration will enhance youmderstanding of different
cultures locally, nationally and in the wider world.

This GCSE is also about having the chance to adopt an enquiring, critic
reflective approach to the study of religion; it allows yoletogage with the subject intellectually but also
be able to respond personally .

Finally, encountering complexhical and moral issues combined with plenty of opportunity for cles=idsions
will enable you to develomn informed view on many contemporary issues . You will benefit from

' i stening to othersod per safidencen ®raingysur owe dpinionaasd dev el o
sharing it with others.

How will | be taught?

Whether you complete the Full or Short Course, yaull be taught in mixed ability groupBull Course has

two lessons a week; Short Course has one lesson a week. Each lesson is different and will involve a mix of
debate and discussion, research, quizzing, data capture, writtentalgkglay and decisiemaking.

16



How will | be assessed?
Both the Full and Short Course is externally assessed solely threxgminatiorat the end of Year 10. These
exams are not tiered, though Full Course sits two papers and Short Course sits one paper.

1 Full Course: Paper 1: 50% of overall gradé 1hr 45
minutesd assesses the topics in Unit 1 (as above)

9 Full Course: Paper 2. 50% of overall gradé 1hr 45
minutesd assesses the topics in Unit 2 (as above)

9 Short Course: Paper: 100% of overall gradé 1hr
45 minutesd assesses the topics in Units 1 & 2 (
above)

Which examination board and course do we use?
Full Course AQA Religious Studies A (8062)
Short Course AQA Religious Studies (8061).

Other important information:
GCSE RE is completed at the end of Year 10. This means it feshéormal GCSE qualification
you are likely tosit.

Care and attention is given to developing yatudy skills across the course. This is to support your
learning throughout, as well as ensure you are able to revise effectively for the final examinations.
These are skills that are integral to your success across the GCSE subject spectrum and will be an
incredibly seful asset as you start Year 11.

Year 11 students always tell us that teeperience of preparing for and sitting a real GCSE  in
Year 10 is hugely beneficial to them understanding what Year 11 will be like.

Entering Year 11 with a formal qualification already secured is also a real plus. Since it is
usually the only GCSE you take in Year 10, this grade has the opportunity to demonstrate the very
best of what you are able to achieve. It can be instrumental to success in interviewsféong college

and apprenticeships.

/ Thinking Ahead \

GCSEREis a wellrespected subject as it creatstudents who are engaged in the world around them, are
welkinformed and can articulatieir own opinions based on evidence.

GCSEREcould be the first step towards many different careers, includimayity work, international aid,
conservation work, social services and caring professions, politics, journalism, education, PR, and tele
well as national and local government

- /
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PE (Core)

Subject Leader: Mr P Rees (Email: pwrees @fcc.faringtonlearningtrust.org)

Introduction

All students have regular timetabled PE lessons each {ieede hours per fortnight), during which

they follow a curriculum designed to inspire themdocceed and excel in competitive sport and other
physically demanding activities. It provides opportunities for them to become physically confident in a
way which supports their health and fithess, as well as develop life skills to help them be happy and
successful students and adults.

Which topics or units will | study?
In their PE lessons, students are taught to:
T use and develop a variety of tactics and strategies to overcome opponents in team and individual
games
1 develop their technique and improve their performance in other competitive sports, or other
physical activities
T take part in further activities in a range of environments which present intellectual and physical

challenges and which encourage pupils to work in a team, building on trust and developing skills to

solve problems, either individually or as a grpapd
T evaluate their performancesompared toprevious ones and demonstrate improvement across a
range of physical activities to achieve their personal.best

Students are taught thekills and themes above through a range of sports incluBagminton, tennis,
football, rugby, basketball, netball, rounders, athletics, fithess, volleyball and other sports

What skills will I develop during the course?
Through these lessons we aim to ensure that all pupils:
1 develop competence to excel in a broad range of physical activities
1 are physically active for sustained periods of time
1 engage in competitive sports and activities
1 are encouraged to lead healthy, active lives.

How will | be taught?

We guide students towards a group that suits their personality and interests. Groups can be single sex
or mixed gender. We often run groups for more competitive students as well as those who prefer
more relaxed social sport

How will | be assessed?
We assess students on a regular basis for effort and development of teamwork skills

Which examination board and course is used?
Compulsory( 6 ¢ o rienotextemaly examined.

Other important information:

Students are alsencouraged to take part regularly in competitive sports and activities outside school
through community links and sports clubs.
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Optional Course Pages ]

Students can select FOUR of these subjects or
THREE of the se subjects plus Separate Science/Full -Course RE

ART (GCSE)
BUSINESS (GCSE)
CHILD DEVELOPMENT (CAMBRIDGE NATIONALS LEVEL 1/2)
COMPUTER SCIENCE (GCSE)
CREATIVE iMEDIA (CAMBRIDGE NATIONALS LEVEL  1/2)
DANCE (GCSE)
DRAMA (GCSE)

Design and Technology specialisms:
PRODUCT DESIGN (GCSE)

GRAPHIC PRODUCTS (GCSE)
TEXTILES TECHNOLOGY (GCSE)
FOOD PREPARATION AND NUTRITION (GCSE)
ENGINEERING (WJEC L1/2)
HOSPITALITY AND CATERING ( WJEC L1/2)
UNIT AWARD SCHEME
GEOGRAPHY (GCSE)
HEALTH AND SOCIAL CARE (CAMBRIDGE NATIONALS LEVEL 1/2)
HISTORY (GCSE) & PATHWAYS 1 AND 2
MODERN FOREIGN LANGUAGES
1 FRENCH (GCSE)
1 GERMAN (GCSE)
1 SPANISH (GCSE)
MUSIC (GCSE and BTEC)
PHYSICAL EDUCATION (GCSE)
SPORT (BTEC LEVEL 1/2)
ADDITIONAL AFTER -SCHOOL ENRICHMENT SUBJECT: ASTRONOMY (GCSE)
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GCSE Art and Design (Fine Art)

Subject Leader: Mrs Sharman (Email: aasharman @fcc.faringtonlearningtrust.org)

Introduction '
Art and Design is a creativeractical subject that allows you to user

and develop your artistic skills in an expressive way. It promoteL---- -
visual awareness, encourages problem solvingitalskg and the
development of personal opinion. Studying art encourages s
expression and creaiity that can build confidence as well as a sen
of individual identity.

Which topics or units will | study?

You will have the chance during this twyear course to explore a variety of media, techniques and procegéebegin

with a project on Monochrome and Colour Forms to build upon your technical abilitiés.then complete a short
portrait themed project followed bya major projecon t he t opi ¢ of 6 @adighly edividudnad s 6 .
outcomes. We present work both on portfolio pages and in sketchbooks.

What skills will | develop during the course?

You will, of course, develop technical skills through a range of media to help you produce visual responses to them
and concepts. However, you will also learn to engage with the world around you by recording, questioning and analysi
what you see and delop the confidence to express your ideas and opinions. Transferable skills such as reflectior
resourcefulness, analysis, organisation and presentational skill are all developed through the study of art. You will lei
to be more independent in your stydand organisation, as the course progresses, in order to produce mraative,
personal and meaningful outcomes.
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How will | be taught?

The first two terms of GCSE art are focused intensively on building technical skill through a wide range ovmedia
will make a huge amount of progress in a short space of,theeefitting from modelling, demonstrations, working in
smaller groups and one to one tuitiomhe course is practical; however, the development of ideas and the analysis of
your own, as well as the work of othergs an integral part of each project. Some written work is required in order to
analyse and reflecDuring the course there will be opportunities to incorporate your artistic preferences, style and
personality.



How will | be assessed?
There are four main assessment objectives:

AO1 6 Develop ideas through researching other artists and designers (Contextual and critical understanding)

AO2 & Refine workthroughexploringideas, selecting and experimenting (using a variety of media, reflect anil refine
AO3 8 Record through visual outcomes aadnotation, evaluation and justification of ideas (Reflective recording)
AO4 ¢ Present personal respons@3eveloping ideathrough a visual journeinto conclusiors)

Students are giveconsistent verbal feedback while working, as well as written progress records and individual targe

Which examination board and course is used ?
We follow the GCSE AQA Art and Design (Fine Art) Course where 60%air final grade is coursework, and 40%
is from the externally set assignment.

Other important information:

Art students visit Oxford in Y10, to draw from observation using objects exhibited in Pitt Rivers and the Natural
History MuseumWe ask that students opting for art have a genuine interest in art and be capable of working
independently, but above all they must be enthusiastic.

Thinking Ahead

Many students opt to studsrt at GCSE to keep a broad curriculum as well as for their enjoyment.
Students could continue to studyt at A Level,foundation anddegree level. A GCSE ant can lead to
careers in all aspects of the arts and media, fashion and design. Transferable skills such as reflectior
resourcefulness, analysis, organisation and presentational skillsaadtractive to a wide range of
employers.

Examples of careers or career areas inclual@mation advertising, architecture, community arts, artist in
residence, educatioé teaching in a range of settings, gallery/museum curating, graphic design,diustre
commercial illustration, jewelry design, malke artist, photographer, production designiar
theatre/television/film, textile designer, performing adtestumeset designpublishing software and
gaming industryweb production and design

The opportunities are extensive for people with creative minds. The creative industries provide over t
million jobs in the UK and is one of the fastest growing areas of employment.
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GCSE Business Studies

Subject Leader: Mr N Baldwin (Email: nibaldwin@fcc.faringtonlearningtrust.org)

Introduction
In recent years, Business has become an increasingly popular subject choice at Key Stage 4.
The Business & Economics department endeavoursto maketherdent s® | earning experi

relevant, varied and interesting as possible. Students are encouraged to learn by using local and national business,
media, Internet, their friends and family. As well as the core issues, Businessohddiyelop many important skills,

such as numeracy, literacy, ICT, problem solving, information collecting, as well as analytical, evaluative, and socia
skills. Students partake in a considerable amount of group study, practical activities and pooject w

The sum of Business is far greater than simply its parts. All young people are stakeholders in society and as everyc
enters the world of work, continues onto further education, or even chooses to run their own business, all will take
up theirroleinthegl obal community. All will/l have the right t
environment al i ssues already affect them, as does t
issues, Business is a hugely important, relewaact,useful course to young people.

Which topics or units will | study?

Over the duration of the course the students learn about key aspects of the world of business and consider
their role within this arena. Students study such areas as the business environment, enterprise, business activity,
human resource management, finanmarketing and economics (interest rates, GDP, fiscal policy, monetary
policy, inflation, recessions, consumer spending and exchange rates).

What skills will I develop during the course?

Students will develop a broad understanding of the range of activities businesses undertake to compete
and be successful in the global economy. Key to the course is understanding and developing the skills
that an entrepreneur needs to be successful in bess, with activities being undertaken to improve
studentsdé teamwor k, |l eader ship, essay and repol
presentation, thinking and rigkking skills.

How will | be taught?

This course will encourage learners to actively engage in the study of business and economics to develop as effect
and independent learners, and as critical and reflective thinkers with enquiring minds. It will allow students to use al
enquiring, critial approach to distinguish facts and opinions, to build arguments and make informed judgements anc
develop and apply their knowledge, understanding and skills to contemporary issues in a range of local, national an
global contexts.

How will | be assessed?

Students will face two 106Binute exams at the end of year 11. These exams follow a similar format to the
previous syllabus but with the omission of the cont
quantitative skills

Which examination board and course is used?
EdxcelGCSE Business Studies

Other important information:

Students need to be sathotivated, aware of their existence in a global dynamic and willing to discuss
some stretching and questioning topics. Students willradsal to keep abreast of current news articles

0 both within and outside of the obvious business context.

At the beginning of Y11, students will be offer
centre of Thorpe Park.
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OCR Level 1/2 Cambridge National Certificate
iIn Child Development

Introduction

Cambridge NationalgOxford, Cambridge and RSA) are vocational qualifications which are designed to fit

into the curriculum and to offer the same size, rigour and performance points as GCSEs. They will form a key
part of any studentds Progress 8 and rAcognisedby@fguall 8 af
DfE and by 149 providers as progression to A Level, Further Education or on to an apprenticeship or work.

The Child Development course  will offer an interesting and stimulating programme of study. Students will have
the opportunity to develop their knowledge and understanding of human needs and to work in a variety of contexts.
The skills and knowledge acquired will beelevant and transferable to other settings, enhancing career
opportunities and providing a satisfying course of study for students who may not progress to further study of the
subject. It can also provide progression to Level 3 courses in both Child Development or Hedlozial Care.

Thi s s uebrping tottlifeids ad d ledrming to dfes 6 (

: @ 22 €2 0
Which topics or units will | study? & %u% o1 % g”i ’
The qualification is made up of three mandatory units: Y e IRty Ty § |

RO57 Health and well -being for child development

T In this unit you will learn about the importance of being healthy before and during pregnancy
contraception, development of the foetus during pregnancy, methods of delamaiycreating conditions
in which a child will thrive. You will also learn how to prevent and manage childhood ilinesses and ¢
a safe environment.

Topic Area 1l Pre-conception health and reproduction

Topic Area 2 Antenatal care and preparation for birth

Topic Area 3 Postnatal checks, care and conditions for development
Topic Area 4 Childhood illnesses and a child-safe environment

RO58 Create a safe environment and understand the nutritional needs of children from birth to 5
years

1 In this unit you will learn about the importance of creating a safe environment for children ir
childcare setting. This includes how to choose appropriate equipment for the setting, which
qguite different to provi dilasglesnpboutphmeutriional
needs of children from birth to five yeaend design a healthy menu for an early years setting

Topic Areal Creating a safe environment in a childcare setting
Topic Area 2 Choosing suitable equipment for a childcare setting

Topic Area 3 Nutritional needs of children from birth to five years

RO59 Understand the development of a child from birth to five years.

1 In this unit you will learn about children's physical, intellectual and social development, chil
stages and types pfay. You will also learn about how to carry out observations of children's
development, and how to provide good play activities to promote their development.

Topic Areal Physical, intellectual and social development norms from one to five years
Topic Area 2 Stages and types of play and how to play benefits development
Topic Area 3 Observe the development of a child aged one to five years

Topic Area 4 Plan and evaluate activities for a child ages one to five years for a chosen area
of development
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What skills will | develop during the course?

This course allows you tdevelop a wideanging skill set that can be transferred to other subject areas. You
will improve your analytical, critical thinkingroblem solvingand decisiormaking skillsThese are highly
employable skills and will prepare you well for life after school. Youalsth berequired to undertake work
experience in an early years setting such as a nursery, play group or infant school environment.

Paired and group presentations or discussions will enable you to develop your confidence in presenting ideas
and become confident speakers whilst improving your ability to work with others and become part of a team.

How will | be taught?

You will be taught in mixed ability groupBhere is also an expectation that you wéhkrn through independent
study and in small group$or practical assignmentshrough written tasks, role playdecisionmakingand
designing solution3 here will be lots of opportunities to use and develop your literacy ICT skills. You will
also be required to partake in compulsodglivery of presentations to your group and teacher.

How will | be assessed?

RO57: The written paper . This isexternally set and assessed . The examination is 1 hour and 15 minutes and
carries40% of the total marks. Students will be required to answadl the questions , including short answers,
picture stimulus, data response, structured and fregponse formats. There will be two sections comprising short
answer and extended response questions. Questions on the examination paper will cover all aspectsuafitue
specification content. Students will be expected to demonstragrtunderstanding through questions that require
the skills of analysis and evaluation in particular contexts.

RO58: The Centre assessed taskd Coursework activity . This isinternally assessed and OCR moderated.
Students will submit a piece of work, provided by OCR, and this will accour8@® of the total marks. The task
will have practical elements and is in the context of an assignment set by TizRask will be completed in

Year 10.

RO59: The Centre assessed task 9 Child study . This isinternally assessed and OCR moderated.Students
will submit a piece of work, chosen from a list of tasks provided by OCR, and this will aciooud0% of the total
marks. The task will be practical tasks in the context of an assignment, set by OCRBhilthe be studied must
be aged 0-5 years andcan be a relative or friend of the familyThis task will be completed in Year 11.

Both controlled assessment taskaist be from a set assignment provided by OCR. Students may carry out
research for the tasks out of school baotust collate and complete their work under supervision in the
classroom.

Which examination board and course is used?
OCR (Oxford, Cambridge and RSA)

Other important information: e

Future opportunities: Tk SN
By developing applied knowledge and practical skills, this course will help give you the opportunity to

progress on tA Levels, a Cambridge TechniceChild Developmentan apprenticeship or university.

Thesetransferable skills will support further studies in many other subjects.

More details of the specification content and assessment criteria may be obtained from the website:
http://www.ocr.org.uk/Images/26428¢entre-handbook.pdf

C )
Thinking Ahead
Child Development could be the first step of a career as a Nursery Nurse, an Early Years Teacl
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GCSE Computer Science

Subject Leader: Mr J Cooper (Email: jrcooper @fcc.faring donlearningtrust.org)

Introduction

Digital skills are crucial in almost every ro89% of jobs in the
UK today require digital skills, and this number is only set to
grow. So, it's vital to build up your digital skills to ensure you
have the best head start when entering the world of work.

The Computer Science GCSE givesu a lot more than just
basic digital skillshe course has been created to ggou
working with reatworld programming and provides a good
understanding of the fundamental principles of computing. It is

recognised as developing the skills that empl o
included as part of the Science element of the English
Baccalaureate.

Which topics or units will | study?
You will cover a variety oEomputer science theory and learning practical programming skills using
Python, ashown in the table below:

Paper 1 - Computational thinking and Paper 2 8 Computing concepts
problem solving

Fundamentals of algorithms Fundamentals of data representation
Programming Computer systems

Fundamentals of computer networks
Fundamentals of cyber security

Relational databases and SQL
Ethical/legal/environmental impacts of digital
technology on wider society, including issues
of privacy

What skills will | develop during the course?

You will develogknowledge and understanding of the key concepts and principles of computer science.
You will be able to applknowledge and understanding of key concepts and principles of computer
scienceYou will be able to malyse problems in computational terms: to make reasoned judgements;
and to design, program, evaluate and refine solutions.

How will | be taught?
As in previous years, you will be taught in mixed ability groups. Expect to learn thindgpendent
learning and in small groups, through written tagk®blem solving and coding programming projects

How will | be assessed?
The course will be 100% examination and you willwit GCSEComputer Scienc&xams at the end of Year
11. These exams are not tiered.

Paper 1: Computational thinking and problem solving

What's assessed
Computational thinking, problem solving, code tracing and applied computing as well as theoretical knowlg
computer science fronsubject content above.
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