The Russian autocracy in 1855
‘The Russian Empire was deeply divided between the government and the Tsar’s subjects; between the capital and the provinces; between the educated and the uneducated; between Western and Russia ideas; between the rich and the poor; between privilege and oppression; between contemporary fashion and centuries-old custom. Most people (and over 90 per cent of the Emperor’s subjects were born and bred in the countryside) felt that a chasm divided them from the world inhabited by the ruling elites. Russia was an empire, but national consciousness was only patchily developed and local traditions and loyalties retained the greatest influence. National consciousness was not a dominant sentiment among Russians. Except in times of war, most of them were motivated by Christian belief, peasant customs, village loyalties and reverence for the Tsar rather than by feelings of Russian nationhood. Christianity itself was a divisive phenomenon; Russian Orthodox teachings were not accepted universally. But the Tsar and the Church hierarchy wanted obedience and they had the authority to secure just that.’
Adapted from Robert Service, History of Modern Russia, 1997

What problems does Service identify about Russia in the mid-19th century? ________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

What does he believe motivated the majority of Russians? _________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Research Russia in 1855. How accurate is this view of Russia? ____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________


As we study this section of the topic, keep Service’s view in mind and note down any evidence that either supports or challenges it. You will be completing an exam-style question on this extract at the end of this unit.
